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order to man a rowing boat.,   On one occasion Bishop Milman,
who was among our guests on board, steered for us.

The river scenery was essentially flat, being the very opposite
of that which has been described in chapter XL regarding the
Central Provinces. For many miles we appeared to be per-
meating a waste of waters, as the inundation spread over the
rice-fields, and the villages built on mounds, stood out like
islands. But we knew that underneath this seeming waste
there was a marvellous fertility being nourished. Though far
inland, we would be almost tempted to exclaim "nihil est nisi
pontus et aer." Often the expanse of river was motionless like
a mirror; or again we were

** Lost in a maze of sluggish and devious waters."

But sometimes the wind lashed up the river into waves,
" fluctibus et fremitu assurgens marino," enough to give an un-
dulating motion to our barge and steamer. Or there were
opposing currents, as for instance where the mighty Ganges
and the mightier Brahmaputra collide in fierce encounter near.
Goalundo, making quite a maelstrom. Then indeed there is
an example of Greek meeting Greek with the strain of aquatic
contest. Once when massive breakwaters and other engineering
works had been thrown out to protect the terminal railway-
station and engine-house there, the river descended tearing away
the costly structures as if they had been made of frail brittle
materials, and confounding the devices of the ablest engineers.
We approached to within sight of this scene, and watched the
whirlpools eddying and surging.

Again, during a wild night the lands of whole parishes would
be swept away by an " erosion/' as it was called, and shortly
afterwards would be thrown up as islands in the watery expanse.
The disputes between the people of the villages parishes or
hundreds can be imagined, as the new land comes to be dis-
tributed among them. But as the disappearance and reappear-
ance of riparian lands are constant phenomena, the villagers
become practised in identification and the authorities in adjudi-
cation.